

The Thuya Burl story
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THIS IS THE 80 POUND BURL AS IT WAS WHEN I FIRST SAW IT IN 1987
I first saw this  thuya burl in 1987 when I visited the Windsor Plywood Store on King Edward St.  I was captivated with it, and tried to buy it.  It weighed 80 pounds and they wanted a LOT of money for it.  I offered them a bit less less, and they turned me down.
Several years later, I was teaching woodturning at Lee Valley Tools. At one of my beginner classes I met Mike Walter, and we became friends.  Mike would visit in my shop often and take lessons from me or just hang out. 
We quickly formed a friendly rivalry in almost everything.  I bought a new lathe, he bought a bigger one. I bought a new chain saw – he bought the next size up.  His favorite comment was, “my chainsaw is bigger than yours.”
I told Mike about the thuya burl, which was still on display at Windsor Plywood.  I told him what I had offered for the burl several years prior, and a few days later he called to say he had purchased the burl for less than I had offered.  He had it on pedestal in his living room, and now he had something new to brag about. He never missed an opportunity when we were with woodturning friends to rub it in. “I have a thuya burl on a pedestal in my living room”. Another good friend, Ed Tabachek, thought it was great fun to join in.
But he never did anything with it, and I would bug him.  “Mike, when are you going to turn that burl?” 
“Don’t worry Herm, when I do I will save you a piece, har-har.”
Ed and Mike and I would get together for coffee every Wednesday.  Ed was retired and Mike would take time away from his job to join us. We Three Musketeers enjoyed each other’s company.
Then, Ed got leukemia and fought a hard battle to recover from it. As he was apparently getting better, Mike told us one day he had been diagnosed with throat cancer, and the two of them had a different bond than either of them wanted.  But, as close friends we continued to meet for coffee as often as we could. For quite a while, after surgery and chemo it appeared Mike was going to beat his cancer too.
Mike called one day.
“Herm, the cancer is spreading, and I have some decisions to make. I do not have the skill and experience to do anything with that burl, and I have had my fun teasing you with it.  It is now time for you to have it, and if I just get my money back, it is yours.  I trust no other woodturner with it.”
That touched my heart. I cheerfully paid him for it, and promised him that when I cut into that burl he and Ed had to be there too so they could harass me the whole time. And I parked that burl in the shop with no clue of how to cut it most efficiently.  You see, once the cut is made, one is committed.
It sat there for a couple of years, and then Ed suddenly died. Told by the doctors his cancer was gone on Monday, and died of cancer on Thursday.  We attended his funeral and Mike appeared thin and withdrawn, and I knew he was thinking that soon it would be him.
I last spoke to Mike shortly before we left for our winter vacation in 2015. When I returned three months later I called his home, and his wife told me he had passed over the winter.
Neither he or Ed had seen me cut into the burl, and I felt badly for procrastinating.  So, at a local club meeting I told the group the burl was going to be cut, and I wanted some of them to stand in for Ed and Mike and to come ready to harass me like they would. And we would toast the two of them.
Five guys showed up, with video cameras and armed with verbal barbs about everything I did.  “You’re not holding the chain saw right.”  “Don’t cut there!”  “Do you even have a CLUE what you’re doing?” 
It was fun, tinged with sadness, but the beautiful aroma of cedar soon filled the air.
So, that is the story, and the end has not yet been written.  A piece of that story belongs to the piece you now have, and I would like the story to remain part of it.  
And a part of Ed, and especially Mike.

· Herman de Vries
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Thuya Burl

Avg Dry Wgt (?): 42 Ibs/ft® (680 kg/m?) | Janka Hardness (?): 11601b; (5160 N) | Specific Gravity (?): 0.62

Thuya Burl Overview

LATIN: TETRACLINIS ARTICULATA ORIGIN: NORTH AFRICA, SOUTHERN SPAIN

Thuya Burl is an exotic wood that the Greeks named thuya,
meaning sacrifice, because they used an oil distilled from it as
incense in their religious ceremonies. Some churches still use
it and as sandarac oil it is valued for medicinal uses. The burls
are as beautiful as they are fragrant and the Greeks and
Romans vied with each other over furniture made from them.
Thuya trees, along with cedars and oaks, once covered the
Atlas Mountains of Algeria and Morocco, but because of over
cutting, large areas have been treeless for hundreds of years.
Thuya burl is fairly firm and dense with a high oil content, but
tends to be brittle. Its color varies from a rich, lustrous golden
brown to nearly black. The eyes, perfectly round, are scattered
about in some burls like the figure in bird's-eye maple; in
others they are grouped as islands. An exquisite wood, today it
is used for inlays, small boxes, turnery, and precious objects.

View all customer photos

WOOD TYPE
Tropical Hardwood
TEXTURE

Fine to medium
GRAIN PATTERN
Interiocked, fine
HEALTH RISKS
Not Known
COLOR

Rich golden-brown
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Thuya Burl

(tetraclinis articulata)

This beautiful burl comes from Morocco. Reportedly it comes from the root systems of trees which have died a long time ago. It is very difficult to find as the
tree tops have disappeared years ago, leaving small depressions in the ground where it is dug to see if a burl is there. It has a characteristic smell and a very fine
grain. The color may very from deep reddish to bronze to tan. The black spots may be sparse or more packed together. Even though the tree is a conifer, the
wood is very hard and somewhat oily. A favorite turning wood for years.

Now becoming rare due to import problems and lack of good quality.
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Tetraclinis

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Tetraclinis (also called arar,? araar” or Sictus tree) is a genus of evergreen coniferous trees in the cypress family Cupressaceae, containing only one species, Tetraclinis
articulata, also known as Thuja articulata ! sandarac, sandarac tree® or Barbary thuja,"¥ endemic to the westerm Mediterranean region. It is native to northwestern Africa in
the Atlas Mountains of Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia, with two small outlying populations on Malta, and near Cartagena in southeast Spain. It grows at relatively low altitudes in a
hot, dry subtropical Mediterranean climate ™

Its closest relatives are Platycladus, Microbiota, and Calocedrus, with the closest resemblance to the latter. In older texts, it was sometimes treated in Thuja or Callitis, but it is
less closely related to those genera ™

Itis a small, slow-growing tree, to 6-15 m (rarely 20 m) tall and 0.5 m (rarely 1 m) trunk diameter, often with two or more trunks from the base. The foliage forms in open sprays
with scale-like leaves 1-8 mm long and 1-1.5 mm broad; the leaves are arranged in opposite decussate pairs, with the successive pairs closely then distantly spaced, so forming
apparent whorls of four. The cones are 10-15 mm long, green ripening brown in about 8 months from pollination, and have four thick scales arranged in two opposite pairs. The
seeds are 5-7 mm long and 2 mm broad, with a 3-4 mm broad papery wing on each side /%

Itis one of only a small number of conifers able to coppice (regrow by sprouting from stumps), an adaptation to survive wildfire and moderate levels of browsing by animals. Old
trees that have sprouted repeatedly over a long period form large burls at the base, known as lupias.”

Uses and symbolism [edit]

Itis the national tree of Malta, where it is known as gharghar (derived from the Arabic name araar). It is now being used locally in afforestation projects.
The resin, known as sandarac, is used to make vamish and lacquer; it is particularly valued for preserving paintings.

The wood, known as thuya wood™ or citron wood, ¥ and historically also known as thyine wood, is used for decorative woodwork, particularly wood from burls at the base of the
trunk. The market in Morocco is unsustainable, focusing as it does on the burl, and has resulted in mass deforestation of the species. The species is also threatened by
overgrazing, which can kill the coppice regrowth before it gets tall enough to be out of the reach of livestock ™

Cultivation

The species is cultivated to be grown as an omamental tree, valued in hot, dry climates. It is also pruned in a hedge form, for privacy and security.”! The plant can be trained for
use as bonsai specimens.

Tetraclinis articulata
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Least Concern (IUCN 3.1)f"

Scientific classification

Kingdom Plantae

Division: Pinophyta

Class: Pinopsida

Order Pinales

Family Cupressaceae

Genus: Tetraclinis
Mast.

Species T. articulata

Binomial name




